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1
PICK FOR STRINGED INSTRUMENTS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention lies within the field of musical instru-
ments, specifically stringed musical instruments.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Picks used for stringed musical instruments are typi-
cally flat and tear-drop shaped and generally held by
the user between his thumb and forefinger. To those
knowledgeable in the arts, numerous improvements in
picks are constantly being offered for use. Additionally,
users themselves modify their picks to find a configura-
tion and/or shape which is more suited to their style of
play. Typically, the addition of tape and/or a non-slip
substance to the pick’s surface(s) or the addition of
surface protrusions are known modifications to the
pick. All such modifications above have one common
purpose; that of making the pick less fatiguing to grip,
expecially over long periods of play. With such a pick,
the user’s fingers would not tire as readily and the easy
grip allows more playing with more comfort and hence
more confidence over long periods of play.

All such modifications have failed to achieve their
goals. Add on substances have not withstood the abuse
it receives during long usage. Protrusions on the surface
have not made the picks more comfortable because they
have not conformed to the natural shape and position of
the thumb and forefinger.

There is no known modification which permits a pick
to be securely stored on the instrument with a minimum
of effort and time.

SUMMARY & OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION

The improved pick is of the normal size and shape of
a standard pick in use today, i.e., flat and of a tear-drop
shape. The improvement consists of the addition of a
shaped finger element on the pick’s body with an ele-
vated side for the user’s thumb and a complimentary
depressed side for said user’s index finger. Said element
originates from the central area of the pick and radiates
outwardly therefrom. Said element increases in size as it
radiates to the edge of the pick.

It is the primary object of the improved pick to pro-
vide a pick which is less fatiguing to use for long periods
of time.

It is an additional object of the invention to provide a
pick which is easily and securely stored within the in-
strument’s strings and to overcome those objections of
present picks enumerated above.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the invention.
FIG. 2 is a plan view of the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

While the preferred embodiment is illustrated and
described below, it is to be understood that variations
will be apparent to those skilled in the art without de-
parting from the principles of the invention. Accord-
ingly, the invention is not to be limited to the specific
form described and illustrated but rather is to be limited
only by a literal interpretation of the claims as appended
herein.

The improved pick 1, as illustrated in the perspective
drawing of FIG. 1 and the plan view of FIG. 2, is of the
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standard size and shape generally used by those knowl-
edgeable in the arts, i.e., tear-drop shaped with a some-
what pointed end 2. The pick 1 as illustrated is for a
right handed user. The invention’s description below
applies to both a right handed and a left handed pick 1,
the latter being a mirror image of the former. Said pick
1 has a planar body 3 except for the improvement as
taught below.

Originating from the approximate central area 4 of
said body 3, between said area 4 and end 2, a shaped
finger element 5 progressively ascends from the surface
of said body 3 radiating outwardly therefrom to the
edge of said body 3. Said element 5 is triangular in cross
sectional shape which increases in size as it radiates
outwardly.

Said element 5 forms an elevated side 6 on the top of
said body 3 and a complimentary depressed side 7 on
the bottom of said body 3. The angle by which said
element 5 radiates outwardly shall vary according to
how a user holds a pick. The position illustrated in FIG.
2, whereby said element 5 is approximately perpendicu-
lar to said end 2, will accomodate the majority of users,
as this is considered to be the correct position by teach-
ers of the art. By this position the pick 1 is hold in the
general area between the area 4 and end 2 using the
user’s thumb and the forward edge of the forefinger,
near the fingernail. With the thumb approximately per-
pendicular to the forefinger, only a small portion of said
end 2 protrudes from the fingers and in the proper atti-
tude. Slight changes in the manufacturing process to
vary the angle up to plus or minus 10 degrees will ac-
comodate almost all users.

In use, the user’s thumb lies on the elevated side 6
approximately perpendicular to said element 5. Addi-
tionally, the edge of the forefinger, at the approximate
nail area, lies within said depressed side 7. Thus, said
element 5 effectively provides a raised portion which is
surrounded by the thumb and a trough like portion
which surrounds the forefinger. Thereby the pick 1 is
effectively locked to the user’s fingers by utilization of
the natural shape and position of the user’s fingers. This
permits the user to apply less force and reduced effort
during play and thereby greatly reducing the fatigue
normally experienced during extended play.

The element 5 also permits said pick 1 to be securely
stored within the instruments strings. By sliding said
pick 1 such that one string lies parallel to and within
said depressed side 7, and the adjacent strings lie on
each side of said elevated side 6, said pick 1 is thereby
effectively locked to said strings.

Having fully described my invention, what I claim is:

1. A pick for a stringed musical instrument, said pick
having a generally planar body consisting of a rigid,
unitary material, being substantially tear-drop shaped
having a top edge, two side edges, and a picking tip, the
improvement comprising:

a single raised portion on one surface of said body and

a complementary depression of the opposite sur-
face, said raised portion and complementary de-
pression originating from the approximate central
area of said body and extending outwardly to one
side edge of said body intermediate said picking tip
and said top edge.

2. A pick as in claim 1 wherein said raised portion
progressively ascends and widens from said approxi-
mate central area to said side edge, the cross-section
thereof forming an apex and two sides of a triangle.
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3. A pick as in claim 2 wherein the upper edge of said said raised portion is substantially smaller than the
raised portion is approximately perpendicular to a plane  length of said pick from said top edge to said picking
bisecting the angle defined by said picking tip. tip.

4. A pick as in claim 3 wherein the maximum width of L A
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